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January 27, 2004

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States of America
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We commend you for publicly acknowledging the health and environmental problems associated
with mercury emissions from electric power plants. The action by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) takes a long-awaited step to reduce mercury emissions from coal-fired power
plants for the first time.

We share in your concerns that mercury is a potent bioaccumulative neurotoxin, which threatens
young mothers and children. Human exposure to mercury is primarily the result of eating fish
contaminated with mercury. As you know, the number of States issuing warnings for mercury
has risen steadily to 44 States in 2002.

We agree that a cap and trade system is an efficient way to yield emissions reductions and is
simpler to administer and enforce, reducing endless litigation over plant modifications and
focusing more resources on protecting the environment. However, we are concerned that a
national cap and trade program does not adequately address areas of elevated mercury deposition
(called "hot spots") across the country. Recent analysis ofEPA modeling shows that a
significant amount of mercury in waters across the nation comes from pollution sources within
the United States, and that local emissions of mercury are largely responsible for mercury
deposition "hot spots."

We understand that the science of mercury cycling in the environment is not very well
understood, and we encourage investment in more research to fully understand the local, regional
and global contributions to deposition. However, there is clear evidence of pockets of airborne
mercury pollution in many States, including those which are home to some of our nations most
precious environmental ecosystems, such as the Great Lakes and the Atlantic coast.

We feel that this rule could be strengthened by addressing mercury "hot spots" now, rather than
later. Adding regional emission trading areas for States with high levels of mercury or setting a
level of mercury emissions above which no one plant could emit would go a long way toward
protecting the long term health of millions of Americans in affected states.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



We have other concerns with this rule, including the levels of reduction and the need to set
standards that will encourage the development and commercialization of the new technologies
that will ultimately be necessary to reduce mercury emissions to a level that protects human
health. We look forward to working with you to find the most effective ways to reduce this
threat to the health of Americans.

Sincerely,
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